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20th April 2020 
 
Dear Parents and children, 
 
I hope that you all had an enjoyable Easter and that you and all your family are well.  I’m sure 
you’ve all enjoyed the lovely weather and learnt a new skill or two (I’m sure one or two mums and 
dads are becoming proficient hairdressers!)  Whilst welcome back to school is perhaps not the right 
terminology, the teachers will be sending the learning activities once again from this morning.  
 
With time to reflect over the holiday, I think we should all be proud of the response the school 
community has made within the challenging circumstances we all find ourselves in.  I’m often 

asked when are we likely to be back and can honestly say that just like you, I only know what the 
daily briefings tell us.  So, if this is for the whole of term 5 (or for the next three weeks) then I 
believe the key is to pace ourselves and establish those routines which work best for you and your 
children.  With that in mind I thought the following words could be the thought of the week.  It 
was sent to me and you may have seen it, but I think the sentiment is important and hopefully re-
assuring. 
 

‘Don’t stress about schoolwork.  In September (or hopefully sooner), I will get your children 

back on track.  I am a teacher and that’s my superpower.  What I can’t fix is social-emotional 

trauma that prevents the brain from learning.  So right now, I just need you to share your calm, 

share your strength, and share your laughter with your children.  No kids are ahead. No kids 

are behind.  Your children are exactly where they need to be.’   

 
Furthermore, the teachers and I are meeting together weekly (online) and communicating daily, 
where we discuss the issues arising from home learning to local authority or central government 
developments. Any feedback we receive is welcomed, shared and will assist us in our future 
planning and considerations.  On Friday, I will communicate our plans for touching base with you 
over the next couple of weeks. 
 
 

Useful resources (teachers may well use them, but for those who would like more ideas or to try 

something different) 

I thought I would let you know there is another free downloadable book which helps explain the 

current situation to children. It explores some of the feelings they might be experiencing and 

includes illustrations by Axel Scheffler who illustrates the Julia Donaldson stories.  

https://nosycrow.com/blog/released-today-free-information-book-explaining-coronavirus-

children-illustrated-gruffalo-illustrator-axel-scheffler/ 

Music tuition – please see attached poster 

 

BBC online  resources are available from today at https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize 
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Real PE at home – online learning resources 

Real PE at home includes an online programme which supports families to be active, play and 

learn together. It includes a programme specifically for children in Early Years and Key Stage 1 

with 12 themes, 6 areas, over 250 activities and challenges and 1000s of hours of fun and activity. 

This programme is also great for family play and fun. It also includes a programme for children in 

Key Stage 2, with daily and weekly guidance provided for both programmes in addition to an 

option to choose your own themes and activities. There are so many benefits to being active, not 

only to our physical wellbeing but also to our emotional and mental health, especially in such 

testing times for all of us. We hope that the ideas help support you and your family to stay fit and 

healthy in the coming months. Here are the details to access real PE at home: 

The website address is: home.jasmineactive.com  

Parent email: parent@wanborough-1.com      Password: wanborough 

 
 

Latest DfE Updates: 

You can also continue to access online educational resources for schools and parents to help 
children to learn at home: 

 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-online-education-resources 
 
 
Guidance on supporting children age 2-4: https://www.gov.uk/guidance/help-children-aged-2-to-
4-to-learn-at-home-during-coronavirus-covid-19 

 
Guidance on supporting primary school children: https://www.gov.uk/guidance/help-primary-
school-children-continue-their-education-during-coronavirus-covid-19 
 
Guidance on supporting children with SEND: https://www.gov.uk/guidance/help-children-with-
send-continue-their-education-during-coronavirus-covid-19  

I thought I’d help ease you in gently, so there’s no assembly today! Have a fun week, enjoy your 
learning and stay safe.   
 
 
Best wishes 
 

 
Andy Drury 
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